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1. (U) A Caracas judge ruled August i8 that Baruta Mayor 

Henrique Capriles should stand trial for the events at the 
Cuban Embassy on April 12, 2002. The judge also ruled that 
Capriles should remain in jail. PolOff attempted to attend 
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the Capriles trial August 17, but was denied entry as was the 


rest of the public on the grounds that this was a pre-trial 
hearing. Capriles' lawyers accused the police of ginny daa 
to intimidate everyone involved in the trial. The GOV kno 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
the USG is concerned by the Capriles case; the GOV needs to 
get similar messages from other governments and human rights 


NGOs. End Summary. 


2. (CC) Bighth Control Court Judge Juan Ramon Leon Villanueva 
ruled on August 18 that Baruta Mayor Henrique Capriles should 
stand trial for the crimes he is accused of in relation to 
the events at the Cuban Embassy on April 12, 2002. Judge Leon 
also left in place the detention order agaigst ¢ 3 

case must now be assigned to a trial judge. 





3. (C) Capriles' defense lawyer, Juan Martin Echevarria 
accused Judge Leon of suspending the session August 17 so he 
could consult on the decision with Caracas Judicial Circuit 
President Judge Nelson Chacon, Judge Maikel Moreno, and Judge 
Orangel Garcia. Judge Chacon Sans ec these charges to 


reporters on Augus 










4. (C) PolOff attempted to attend the Capriles trial on 
August 17. The judicial officials who were controlling 
admission to the Control Courts informed PolOff that 
pre-trial hearings are always closed to the public. PolOff 
was allowed access to the corridor where the courts are 
located. Six DISIP agents, two of whom carried M-16 rifles, 
escorted Capriles to the courtroom. Ramee 

told PolOff it was only the second time that the 
agents had been so heavily armed. He said it was not normal 
for prisoners to be taken to court by armed police, and that 
the display was designed to intimidate everyone involved in 
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the case. Capriles appeared healthy, and was not handcuffed. 
The leadership of the Primero Justicia political party waited 
in the hall for several hours for the hearing to end, along 


with lawyers, family and friends. 
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